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9. What military preparations were made prior to August 2008? 

 

 

Russian Military Preparations in and near Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia 

 
Russian Military Bases and Other Military Infrastructure in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia 

Á In 2007-2008, the Russian government built two military bases in South Ossetia ï one in Ugardanta, in 

the Java district and the other in the north-western part of the town of Tskhinvali (here are relevant 

satellite pictures of these bases, also see annexes 1 and 2 for video footage). 

1. The military base in the so-called Bam settlement of Tskhinvali was built in the shortest period. It 

started at the end of 2007 and the main construction works were finished before August 2008.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date picture taken: July 26, 2007    Date picture taken: August 10, 2008 

2. The construction of Ugardanta military base in the Java district began in 2006, but intensified since 

the end of 2007. The base was finished by July 2008. Russian troops which entered the Roki 

tunnel on the morning of August 7, gathered at this base. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date picture taken: July 26, 2007               Date picture taken: August 28, 2008  
 

Á The construction works of the Ugardanta and Tskhinvali military bases were carried out by 

ñPraktika.LTD,ò a Russian construction company registered in the town of Essentuki, Stavropol Krai, 

headed by Leonid Mikhailovich Vaganov, a former GRU officer. 
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Á In addition to these two Russian military bases, the Russian government helped South Ossetian de 

facto authorities in building military infrastructure, including the tank battalion of the South 

Ossetian proxy regimeôs Ministry of Defense, located in the village of Buzala, Java district, as well 

as new offices for the proxy regimeôs Ministry of Interior and State Security Committee (KGB) in 

Tskhinvali. 

  

Tank base in Buzala, 2008   Ministry of Interior in Tskhinvali, 2007 

 

 

 

 

 

Militia special forces base, 2007  KGB in Tskhinvali, 2007 

Á During 2004-2008, the Russian government equipped South Ossetian proxy regime irregular 

forces with tanks, armored vehicles, military trucks, as well as different kinds of armament and 

ammunition. Russian military and police specialists helped to train and equip South Ossetian 

militants. 

 

 

 

 

South Ossetian militia special forces training in 2008 
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Training in Tskhinvali in 2008  Battle Tanks in Tskhinvali in September 2005 

 

Á At the end of 2005, Russian Federal Security Service (FSB) helped to establish the so-called 

Border Guard Service of South Ossetia as a subordinate agency to the de facto regimeôs State 

Security Committee (KGB). 

 

Russian Army and Special Services Officials in Tskhinvali Region/South Ossetia 

Á Since 2004, the key positions in South Ossetian proxy regimeôs power ministries have been held 

by Russian citizens, high-ranking officers of Russian Armed Forces and Special Services: 

 

De facto Ministry of Interior 
 

1. Mikhail Mairamovich Mindzaev  ï De facto Minister of Internal 

Affairs of South Ossetia from April 2005 until October 2008. Colonel of 

Russian Police (Militia). 

 
 
 
 

De facto Security Council 
 

2. Anatoly Konstantinovich Barankevich ï De facto Secretary of 

Security Council of South Ossetia from December 2006 until October 2008. 

De facto Minister of Defense of South Ossetia from July 2004 until 

December 2006. Colonel of Russian Army. 

3.  

 

 
De facto Ministry of Defense 

 

1. Iury Anvarovich Tanaev  ï De facto Minister of Defense of South 

Ossetia since October 2008. 

2.  

3.  

 

 


