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ARMED CONFLICT

In Bosnia, Sudan, Burundi, Somalia, Angola, Iraq, Azerbaijan, Georgia, and elsewhere, armed conflict led
to massive numbers of civilian deaths, refugee flows, and human rights abuses. Many of the conflicts
were stimulated by irresponsible political leaders who played on people's fears.

In many parts of the former Yugoslavia, the carnage continues. In 1993 as in 1992, all
nationalities were victimized, and there were numerous violations of the Geneva Conventions.
Bosnian Serb armed forces, supported by Belgrade and by Serbian paramilitary counterparts,
persisted in their program of “ethnic cleansing,” including laying siege to cities, indiscriminately
shelling civilian inhabitants, raping and executing noncombatants, and interfering with
humanitarian aid deliveries. The warfare continued relentlessly through 1993, with Bosnian
government and Croat forces also committing egregious abuses.

In Sudan, both the Government and the Sudanese People's Liberation Army (SPLA) engaged in
widespread human rights abuses, including torture, forced displacement, and massacres of
civilians.

In Somalia, although massive starvation was averted by international humanitarian efforts, most
Somalis remained beyond the rule and protection of recognized law and social order.

In Iraq, Saddam Hussein's regime continued its flagrant abuses of human rights by conducting
military operations against civilians, including burning and razing villages, and forcing people to
abandon their homes, particularly Shi‘a Arabs living in the wetlands of southern Irag.

In Azerbaijan, the continuing conflict over Nagorno-Karabakh gave rise to human rights abuses
by all sides.

In the Georgian province of Abkhazia, Abkhaz separatists launched a reign of terror after a
successful offensive gave them control of the province. Many Georgian civilians and troops were
subjected to torture and summary execution.



