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Q5 Humanitarian / Reference 70.2: Witness statement of Liza Gogashvili

Thilisi

Protocol of a Victim Testimonial

August 21, 2008

According to the articles 294-303, and 309 of Criminal Procedural Code of Georgia, |, the Intern of Thilisi
Didube-Chugureti Prosecutor’s Office, Giorgi Gochashvili, in the premises of Tbilisi Prosecutor’s office,

and regarding the Case # 074088079, have examined as a victim”

1. Name, father’s name, surname

2. Date of birth (y/m/d)

3. Place of birth

4. Nationality & citizenship

5. Education / profession

6. Civil status

7. Place of residence

8. Place of work & occupation

9. Previous trials

10. Any kind of immunity

11. State awards

Liza Gogahvili (patronymic — Aleksandre)

1923/ March / 15

Gori district village Kekhvi

Georgian

Secondary

Married

Gori district village Kekhvi

Unemployed

N/A

N/A

N/A



12. Other notes

13. What relationships with the accused N/A

Before the examination, the victim Liza Gogashvili was introduced to her rights, as well as her
responsibilities over her duties according to the articles 294-303, and 309 of Criminal Procedural Code of
Georgia, and was given a written list of her responsibilities and duties.

Signature of the victim - signed

Examination started at 17:20 and ended at 18:35.

On the offer to tell everything she knows about the case — Liza Gogashvili - testified to the following:

The Intern of the Prosecutor’s Office introduced my rights and responsibilities to me. Now | do not need
the defender’s support, as for the questions regarding the case | will tell the following: In August 2008
(unfortunately | do not remember what date it was) they started bombing my village — namely the
village of Kekhvi in Gori district. | was in the village at this time. After the bombing Russian and Ossetian
troops entered our village and started robbing and burning Georgian houses. | am sure there were
Russians because they wore Russian uniforms and spoke fluent Russian. | witnessed how the Ossetian
soldiers burned the houses of my neighbors, Amiran Beliants and Nodar Melanashvili. At that moment |
was running to the nearby shelter where neighbors were hiding. So | saw how they burned down these
houses. They abused Georgian people and demanded that they leave the area immediately. Russian
soldiers watched the Ossetians burning down Georgian homes and did not react. The next day | went
down to the basement of my house and hid there alone. Two Ossetian soldiers entered my house and
began searching it. They came to me and demanded that | give them arms and money. | did not have
either of these things. They demanded that | leave the house because all Georgians should leave
immediately since the Russians intended to enter the village that night.

In the evening of August 13, the residents of my village and other neighboring villages gathered and
went towards Tskhinvali in order to leave for Thilisi from there. On August 14, at 08-09:00 in the
morning we were in Tskhinvali looking for transport. At that time the local population started gathering
around us and railed at us. Specifically, they all demanded that we leave our motherland and go away
simply because we were Georgian. The Russian soldiers standing there, wearing Russian uniforms and
speaking fluent Russian, looked at us, laughed and did not do anything to protect us. Some minutes later



the Ossetian soldiers came; they abused us because of our nationality, pointed their guns at us and
captured us in front of the Russian soldiers. They took us to the basement of the building. There were
about 150 hostages detained in that building for one week. The doors were locked with padlocks from
the outside and Ossetian soldiers guarded us to ensure that nobody escaped.

During this week, we had to lie down on the cement floor. The Ossetians continuously abused us.
Russians never entered our rooms.

On August 21, 60 of us were released. | do not know what we were exchanged for. They took us on a
bus to Gori and Georgian police took care of us from Gori to Thilisi.

The testimonial is written under my dictation. | have read it and found it correct, and | certify it with my
signature.

Victim — signed

Prosecutor — signed.



